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30th June 2008

The purpose of this letter is let you know our latest news and exciting new changes to the 
Wilderness Bike Ride (WBR) Association.

WBR is evolving…..

In 2007, WBR applied for State Government support under the Developing Regional Communities 
program. This program is designed to assist groups and organisations to develop and implement 
programs that benefit their local community.  Utilising the consulting services of Regional 
Development Company, we have developed a Business Plan designed to evolve WBR into a self-
sustaining enterprise delivering cycling tours and events with a focus on the wilderness experience.

In March we employed a Project Officer, Simon Rothwell to translate the Business Plan into activity. 
He is currently scoping a range of cycling events and activities and seeking the input of local cycling 
enthusiasts and others who would like to see eco-tourism developed in Far East Gippsland. Simon 
can be contacted on 0400-746662 and would love to hear from anyone with ideas for a cycling event 
or groups/businesses who are keen to partner future events.

2008/2009 Membership changes

There have been some positive changes to the WBR membership. In previous years, WBR has 
provided an insurance cover to its members, those who participate in organised Snowy Orbost 
Bicycle Society (SNOBS) and Bairnsdale & District Mountain Bikers (BADMOB) rides and 
participants in Wilderness Escape Bike Rides. With an annual insurance expense reaching almost 
$7000, we needed to review our alternatives.

A decision has been made to affiliate with Mountain Bike Australia (MTBA) and incorporate their 
cycling insurance package as part of the Full WBR Membership. The insurance policy covers a 
range of circumstances including Public and Private Liability, Death and Personal Accident, Non-
Medical Expenses and cover for incidents or accidents that result during logged individual training 
activities. The policy also offers degrees of coverage ranging from Recreational (Non-Competitive) 
through to a Competitive insurance.

Full WBR Membership entitles members to attend all 24 SNOBS and BADMOB rides free-of-
charge and will also provide the insurance cover required to participate in future WBR events. There 
is a choice of MTBA membership types – Recreational Membership (worth $52) for recreational 
cyclists participating in SNOBS and BADMOB rides and Competitive Membership (worth $90 for 
Seniors and $70 for Juniors) for cyclists who want to compete in competitive mountain bike races

Recognising that some people are occasional SNOBS and BADMOB riders, we have also 
introduced a MTBA Participation Day Membership which provides a slightly reduced level of
insurance cover than full membership. Day Membership insurance (worth $6) will be arranged at the 
start of each ride for any cyclists who don’t have either a Full WBR Membership or a current MTBA 
licence. Participation Day Memberships will also be used on future Wilderness Escape Tours to 
cover participants.

The third Friend of WBR Membership (worth $10) is for our non-riding members who are keen to 
support and maintain involvement with our organisation. 



The intent of establishing these insurance arrangements is to ensure that all cyclists who participate 
on a SNOBS, BADMOB or WBR ride are adequately insured in the case of an accident or incident. 
Unfortunately there are no reciprocating insurance arrangements between Cycling Australia, Bicycle 
Victoria or MTBA. This means that all participants on a SNOBS or BADMOB ride will need to have a
Full WBR Membership, a current MTBA Licence or purchase a Participation Day Membership on 
the day of the ride.

All current memberships will expire on 30th June 2008. As a goodwill gesture and to allow time for 
people to take up their memberships, WBR will provide free cover for SNOBS and BADMOB riders 
by paying their Participation Day Memberships until 31st July 2008. In return, please show your 
support by becoming a member of Wilderness Bike Ride Association and enjoy the full benefits of 
membership.

We have attached this year’s Wilderness Bike Ride Association’s membership renewal including
Mountain Bike Australia (MTBA) Inc. Rider Membership Application and the summary of Insurance 
Cover through Willis Australia Limited. Please note that this document states that the insured period 
expires on 30th November but the insurance cover is a “rolling” policy and aligns with your annual 
membership (1st of July to 30th June).

Your feedback and involvement is welcome.

WBR is always keen to hear from its members and welcomes your input and involvement. If you 
would like to become a Committee Member or have ideas for future WBR events, contact me on 
0429-611364.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Lutze

President




